Motion to Grant Academic Amnesty to Students Wishing to Participate in the 2011 Ontario Provincial Elections Respectfully Submitted by R. Rahemtulla to the May Regular Meeting of Senate

Motion:
THAT Senate declares 06 October 2011 as a day of Academic Amnesty for all students such that,
1. No student shall receive an academic penalty (be it grades or otherwise) for being absent on this day.

2. No major evaluations be scheduled for this day, including but not limited to, tests, exams, midterms, presentations, and assignment due dates.

3. Students who do not attend classes, labs, tutorials, etc. on this day be given the opportunity to make-up work they may have missed. 
FURTHER THAT the ‘Important Dates’ section of the Academic Calendar online be amended to include this declaration. 
FURTHER THAT the Secretary of Senate ensure that the details of this declaration are communicated to all faculty members and staff involved with academic teaching or evaluation (laboratory instructors, graduating teaching assistants, etc.) prior to the commencement of the 2011 Fall semester as well as closer to 06 October 2011.  
FURTHER THAT the Deans be charged with monitoring the implementation of this declaration and report any deviations from it amongst their faculty to Senate.
Rationale:

While legislation is in place to guarantee all workers have the ability to take time off on Election Day to vote, no such legislation exists to protect University students who wish to vote on Election Day but may not have the time to do so.  This motion would eliminate the barrier of a heavy class schedule on Election Day to ensure that all of our students who wish to participate in the 2011 Ontario Provincial Elections have the opportunity to do so.
Many students of ours come from outside Sudbury and may feel more comfortable voting in their ‘home’ riding.  This motion would permit students who wish to exercise their right to vote in their ‘home’ riding to do so without the risk of being penalised for it.

As youth participation in elections has been proportionally lower than that of the general population and that individuals who vote at a young age are more likely to vote throughout the rest of their lives, it is important to minimise the barriers young voter face.  Therefore, this motion can serve to improve the engagement of our students in the electoral process and encourage good citizenship throughout their lives.
